


Book 7 of  THE MOEDIM (APPOINTED TIMES) SERIES

FEAST OF TABERNACLES

Scripture tells us that Yeshua is the One who will save and rule the world. He is the
promised Messiah and King. He came that first time to pay the penalty of death for us,

so we can be forgiven for all the wrong things we have done. 

Yeshua (Jesus) promised that he will come a second time. 
(Matthew 24:21-22).

He will become the King over the whole earth, His Kingdom
—The Kingdom of  YHWH—

is an important part of the meaning of the Feast of Tabernacles. 

The Feast of Tabernacles is about God’s ruling over the earth. After Satan is locked
away, the Bible says there will be 1,000 years of peace!

(Revelation 20:4)

During this time, people everywhere will be keeping the Feast of Tabernacles!

(Zechariah 14:16).

The Eighth Day, also known as the Last Great Day, shows the time when everyone who
has not had a chance to be saved will come back to life.

(Revelation 20:11-12)

The people who never had a chance to obey YHWH before will have their chance.
YHWH is a fair judge and we can be very thankful that He is also a loving and kind

judge! 

Everyone will then have a chance to become a child in the family of YHWH forever!

YHWH gave us the Biblical Festivals to teach us about His character
and to help us understand His plan of salvation. 

 Have a Blessed Feast!
Gary & Fay Arbaugh

Torah Town



WWhat hat ISIS the  the FFEAST OF EAST OF TTABERNACLES?ABERNACLES?

The Feast of Tabernacles , is also known as the Feast of Booths, Festival of Ingathering or
Sukkot, is the seventh and last feast that YHWH commanded Israel to observe and one of the three
feasts that they were to observe each year by going to “appear before the Lord your God in the place
which He shall choose.” Deuteronomy 16:16 

The importance of the Feast of Tabernacles can be seen by how many times it is mentioned in
Scripture. In your Bible you can find many important events that took place during this joyous Feast.
For one thing, it was at this time that Solomon’s Temple was dedicated to YHWH. 1 Kings 8:2

A Feast for all People
   Tabernacles is unique because even the Gentile
nations  were  invited  to  come  up  to  Jerusalem
along with the Israelites to worship YHWH at this
"appointed time". YHWH told Moses to gather all
men,  women  and  children,  along  with  the
foreigners  in  their  land,  so  they can all  learn to
love and honor YHWH. 
Deuteronomy 31:12

  When  Solomon  dedicated  the  Temple  during
Sukkot,  he asked YHWH to hear the prayers of
any foreigners that would come there to pray. 
2 Chronicles 6:32-33 

   Did you know Yeshua (Jesus) kept the Feast of
Tabernacles as well? On the last "great day of the
feast",  he stood in the Temple and cried out:  "If
anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He
who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out
of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” 
John 7:37-38

     This is a favorite time of year for many people! It is a joyous celebration lasting an Entire Week
and then the Eighth Day is the Last Great Day.  We are actually commanded by YHWH to leave our
homes for this wonderful time to dwell (or live) in temporary housing, meet with others of like faith,
enjoy great foods and have a blessed week away from the world we normally live in.



What's a SUWhat's a SU
The Hebrew word sukk tō   is the plural of sukkah,
or tabernacle", which is a walled structure covered

(plant material such as overgrowth or 

Sukkot   has a double meaning! 
A sukkah  is the name of the temporary
dwelling which farmers would live in during

harvest time, it is also a reminder of the type of
fragile dwellings in which the Israelites dwelt

during their 40 years of travel in the desert after
the Exodus from their slavery in Egypt. Throughout

the Feast, meals are eaten inside the sukkah and
many times people sleep there as well. 

S u k k o tS u k k o t כות כותסכ סכ

KKOT?KKOT?
 meaning "booth"
 with s'chach.
palm leaves)
 

These flimsy booths are a reminder to Israel that they once dwelled in temporary shelters during the
forty years in the Wilderness, and had to totally depend on YHWH. He is always faithful and continues

to provide everything we need to walk upright before Him today. 

Tasting the Joy of the Age to Come
Zechariah foretold of a time when all nations will go to Jerusalem every year to "worship the King, the

Lord of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles” Zechariah 14:16. That is why we keep Sukkot
now because we look forward to the time when we will be together with Yeshua (Jesus). One day, the
entire world will celebrate this feast because it will mark the return of Yeshua (Jesus) to the earth. But
for now, we celebrate the SUKKOT (Feast of Tabernacles) as a powerful statement of faith showing

that we believe the Millennial Kingdom of Yeshua (Jesus) is coming!

In today's modern age, a temporary dwelling could be a hotel, motel, camper or a tent. 

Most people use this as a time to camp out and enjoy all the bounty and blessings of YHWH and His
great outdoors.  It is a time for special events including studying, of course, but also hayrides, hiking,

cookouts, games, campfires and other fun things.

What a wonderful time to look forward to!  Just imagine: "I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from Elohim, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.

And I heard a loud voice form the throne saying, 'Now the dwelling of Elohim is with men, and He will
live with them. They will be His people, and Elohim Himself will be with them and be their Elohim. He
will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for

the old order of things has passed away,"   Revelation 21:2-4



YHWH tells His people to rejoice!
“...and you shall rejoice before the LORD your God seven days.” Leviticus 23:40 

Can you imagine being in a hot, dry, desert - no home, just a booth to live in? And the reason
for the rejoicing in the desert? The presence of YHWH!  He went with His people, He guided

His people, and He provided for His people.
Just as He Guides Us and provides for Us Every Day!

“For the LORD your God has blessed you in all the works of your hand: He knows your walking
through this great wilderness: these forty years the LORD your God has been with you; you have

lacked nothing.” Deuteronomy 2:7

SUKKOT is a joyous and happy time of giving thanks to YHWH for His Love. 

A  C L O S E R  L O O K
Sukkot is a Seven Day Festival followed by a 'High Day'

(very special) Sabbath called
'The Last Great Day'! 

Day 1 
is a Sabbath Day – No buying or selling

Days 2-7
Are Feasts days where you can buy or sell – but the

main thing is to enjoy all the blessings YHWH has given
you throughout the year!

These Days are called Chol HaMoed  חול המועד
meaning 'Weekdays of the Festival'.

Day 8 
is a 'High Day' Sabbath. It is called

'The Last Great Day' or Shemini Atzeret   ת רת צת י עצ יני מי שמ
It represents the Last Great Day of YHWH when All the
World will be judged, all things will become new and

we will live with Yeshua forever!

TRADIT IONS
People build and decorate their own Sukkah to have meals or even sleep in them.

The first day is celebrated as a full festival with special prayer services and holiday meals.
On the Sabbath which falls during the week of Sukkot, the Book of Ecclesiastes is read. 

Many people often treat Days 2-7, the Chol HaMoed as a Vacation. Eating nicer than usual meals in
their sukkah, giving gifts, playing games, relaxing, entertaining guests, visiting other families in their

sukkot, and taking family outings. 
Many synagogues also offer events and meals during this time to foster community and goodwill.

Some read the last of the weekly Torah portions, V'Zot HaBerachah, on 'The Last Great Day', 
Shemini Atzeret.



Being THANKFUL
“Oh give thanks to the LORD, call upon His name; Make known His deeds among the people”

1 Chronicles 16:8  Did you know that 82 Words can be made from the word THANKFUL? 
How many can you find?



Feast of Tabernacles and Last Great Day Quiz
1. When does the Feast of Tabernacles Begin?
a. The 9th Day of the Fifth Month c. The 28th  Day of the Fourth Month

b. The 15th Day of the Seventh Month d. The 1st  Day of the First Month

2. What is NOT an example of a Temporary Dwelling (Succah)?
a. A Tree House c. A Tent

b. Your Home d. A Camper

3. Which days are we commanded to hold a 'Sacred Assembly'?
a. Third and Fifth c. First and Eighth

b. Second and Sixth d. None of Them

4. What does the word 'Tabernacle' mean?
a. Run and Hide c. Build a House

b. To Live or Dwell With d. Lots of Food

5. What should we be doing during this time?
a. Be Sad c. Be Joyful

b. Be Serious d. Be Mean

6. How long will Sukkot be Celebrated by YHWH's People?
a. Three More Years c. Forever

b. Just Until Yeshua (Jesus) Returns d. Twenty More Years

7. What did YHWH say We Should Do During this Time?
a. Nothing Special c. Work Very Hard

b. Dwell in Booth and Feast d. Fast

8. How Long Does Sukkot (Feast of Tabernacles) Last?
a. Nine Days c. Fourteen Days

b. Seven plus The Last Great Day d. Five Days

9. When Does Sukkot (Feast of Tabernacles) Begin?
a. In the Winter c. Early Spring

b. In the Fall d. Middle of Summer

10. When Yeshua (Jesus) Returns, What will we no longer Have?
a. Animals as Pets c. Holy Days and Feasts

b. Tears of Sadness d. Friends and Family



WATER AND LIGHT
part 1

       During Yeshua's time, one of Sukkot’s most joyous observances was known
as  Simchat  Beit  Hashoeivah,  the  Celebration  of  the  Water-Drawing.  Every
sacrifice included wine being poured over the altar, but during Sukkot, water
was also poured over the altar in a special ceremony. This ritual caused such joy
that it was celebrated with music, dancing and singing. 

    Imagine every morning a huge parade of people singing, worshiping and
playing instruments as they followed the priests to the pool of Siloam (that's
where Yeshua told the blind man to wash his eyes) to watch them fill golden
pitchers with water from the pool. 

     As the whole procession heads back to the temple through the Water Gate,
flutists would play as everyone sang Psalms 118. Trumpeters would sound their
trumpets as the priest approached the altar where two silver basins are waiting.
He poured wine into one of the basins as a drink offering to YHWH and water
from the pool of Siloam into the other.

     The ceremony was to thank YHWH for His bountiful blessings and to ask
Him to provide rain for the crops in the coming year.  Water was often very
scarce.  People  didn't  have running water  in their  homes.  They had to draw
water from wells and streams to get what they needed. They were very aware
of their dependence on YHWH to provide the rains they needed to water their
crops and for drinking and cooking.

     The nights of Sukkot were very special as well. It was called "Illumination of
the Temple".  There were four giant candelabra,  nearly 75 feet tall  with four
branches each that stood in the court of the women. At the top of every branch
there was a large bowl. Four young men bearing 10 gallon pitchers of oil would
climb ladders to fill the golden bowls on each candelabra. And then the oil in
those bowls was ignited.

     Just imagine sixteen gigantic flames leaping toward the heavens from these
golden lamps. Remember that the temple was on a hill above the entire city, so
the beautiful light was a sight for the entire city to see. In addition to the light,
musicians played while the people sang and danced, making joyful music to
YHWH. What a glorious celebration! The light was to remind the people of how
the glory of YHWH had once filled His Temple. 



   WATER AND LIGHT
part 2

     Yeshua (Jesus) not only celebrated Sukkot, but He used the two symbols of
the Sukkot celebration to help the people understand who He is and what He
offers. Read John chapters 7 and 8 where Yeshua uses the Water and Light,
symbols from the Feast of Tabernacles to teach people about Himself. 

     It is no wonder then that Yeshua stood in the Temple on this great day of the
feast and cried out “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who
believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will  flow rivers of
living water.” (John 7:37-38).

    The Apostle John commented on this speech: “But this He spoke concerning
the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was
not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.” (John 7:39)

       As the rain falls to nourish the crops, so the Ruach ha Kodesh, the Holy Spirit,
falls  upon  those  who  believe  in  Yeshua  (Jesus)  and  in  His  death  and
resurrection. It is that Spirit that refreshes us, and causes us to grow in grace
and in faith. It is that Spirit that allows us to experience Immanuel, God with us.
That Spirit is available to us today and every day.

     Yeshua's promise to give  mayim chayim,  the living water,  caused great
debate during the last day of Sukkot. The Pharisees became very angry because
the guards refused to arrest Jesus. Even when one of their own, Nicodemus,
came to Jesus' defense, they mocked him as well, saying:
"Are you from Galilee too? Search and see that no prophet arises from Galilee"
(John 7:52). 

Apparently, the religious leaders of the time had forgotten the words of Isaiah:

   “There will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past He
humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future He will
honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan.” 
    “The people walking in darkness have seen a Great Light; of those living in
the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.” 
(Isaiah 9:1-2).

    



WATER AND LIGHT
part 3

     YHWH had indeed promised that a Great Light would shine out of Galilee.
Which brings us to the second Sukkot symbol that Yeshua used to point to
Himself as the fulfillment of Scripture. He reminded His critics of that powerful
and prophetic claim, by using an image that everyone would have understood
because they had been celebrating with it all week. Light.

     Every evening during the Feast of Tabernacles, the temple was beautifully lit
up reminding the people of how the glory of YHWH had once filled His Temple.
This  festival  observance was  a  reminder  that  He had promised to  send His
Light, to a sin-darkened world. YHWH promised to send the Messiah to renew
Israel's glory, release them from bondage, and restore their joy. 
  

     But even though many people didn't realize it,  in the person of Jesus, the
Glory of YHWH was once again present in the Temple. And Yeshua used the
celebration  of  Sukkot  to  announce  that  very  fact,  that  He  was  indeed  the
Messiah that they had been praying for. 

     He was teaching in the court of women just after the Feast, perhaps standing
right next to those giant candelabras when He declared to everyone who were
gathered there:

   “Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
(John 8:12)

      Jesus is  the Light,  the source of  illumination,  to  bring the lost  out of
darkness. He had come up to Jerusalem for the feast and went into the Temple,
to teach the people and illumine their hearts. 

     This final celebration of the harvest, the Feast of Ingathering, pictures the
final stage of God's plan of salvation. The "Last Great Day of the feast" teaches
us that our Messiah and King, Yeshua, will one day judge the world! Then the
glory of YHWH will illuminate His city and the pure water of the river of life will
flow from the throne of God and of the Lamb.

**********



IN THE KINGDOM OF YHWH
Isaiah 11:6-9

“The (29 across) also shall (26 down) with the (2 across), the (14 across) shall lie down
with the (27 across) (21 down), the (11 down) and the young (17 down) and the

(16 across) together; and a little (15 across) shall (25 across) them.
The (10 across) and the (3 down) shall (18 down); Their young ones shall lie down

(20 across); and the lion shall (19 across) (23 down) like the (28 down).
The nursing child shall put his (6 down) in the viper’s den. They shall not (13 down) nor

(26 across) in all My (22 down)  (5 across), for the (12 across) shall be full of the
(4 down) of the (7 down) as the (8 across)  (24 down) the (9 down).”















Give ye thanks to YHWH, For good, for to the age is His kindness.
I pray you, let Israel say, That, to the age is His kindness.

I pray you, let the house of Aaron say, That, to the age is His kindness.
I pray you, let those fearing YHWH say, That, to the age is His kindness.

From the straitness I called the LORD, and YHWH answered me in a broad place.
YHWH is for me, I do not fear what man doth to me.

YHWH is for me among my helpers, And I—I look on those hating me.
Better to take refuge in YHWH than to trust in man,

Better to take refuge in YHWH, Than to trust in princes.
All nations have compassed me about, In the name of YHWH I surely cut them off.

They have compassed me about, Yea, they have compassed me about,
In the name of YHWH I surely cut them off.

They compassed me about as bees, They have been extinguished as a fire of thorns,
In the name of YHWH I surely cut them off.

Thou hast sorely thrust me to fall, And YHWH hath helped me.
My strength and song is the LORD, And He is to me for salvation.
A voice of singing and salvation, Is in the tents of the righteous,

The right hand of YHWH is doing valiantly.
The right hand of YHWH is exalted, The right hand of YHWH is doing valiantly.

I do not die, but live, And recount the works of the LORD,
the LORD hath sorely chastened me, And to death hath not given me up.

Open ye to me gates of righteousness, I enter into them—I thank the LORD.
This is the gate to YHWH, The righteous enter into it.

I thank Thee, for Thou hast answered me, And art to me for salvation.
A stone the builders refused Hath become head of a corner.

From YHWH hath this been, It is wonderful in our eyes,
This is the day YHWH hath made, We rejoice and are glad in it.

I beseech Thee, O YHWH, save, I pray Thee, I beseech Thee, O YHWH, prosper, I pray Thee.
Blessed is he who is coming In the name of YHWH, We blessed you from the house of YHWH,

God is YHWH, and He giveth to us light, Direct ye the festal-sacrifice with cords, Unto the horns of
the altar.

My God Thou art , and I confess Thee, My God, I exalt Thee.
Give ye thanks to YHWH, For good, for to the age, is His kindness!
















	This is a favorite time of year for many people! It is a joyous celebration lasting an Entire Week and then the Eighth Day is the Last Great Day. We are actually commanded by YHWH to leave our homes for this wonderful time to dwell (or live) in temporary housing, meet with others of like faith, enjoy great foods and have a blessed week away from the world we normally live in.
	What a wonderful time to look forward to! Just imagine: "I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from Elohim, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice form the throne saying, 'Now the dwelling of Elohim is with men, and He will live with them. They will be His people, and Elohim Himself will be with them and be their Elohim. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away," Revelation 21:2-4
	Feast of Tabernacles and Last Great Day Quiz
	c. The 28th Day of the Fourth Month


